
Environmental Commission Virtual Meeting Minutes - September 21. 2020

Present via Zoom Meeting: Ken Miller, Ed Komczyk, Marilyn Quinn, Rich Rodack, Miriam Reichenbach, Russell Price,
Eric Agren
Alternate: Carl Ford
WD Twp Representative: Adam Reid
Student Representative: Jake Cobb
Public: None
Guests: Ms. Marsha Lindsey
Call to Order: Miriam Reichenbach called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Auqust meeting minutes - Revisions to the draft minutes were suggested and finalized. Motion was made by Miriam to
accept the revised minutes and seconded by Marilyn. Motion passed by all members via a voice vote.

Old Business:
Township Liaison Report:

Item 1 - PFNA letter - Adam followed up with township on the issuance of a clarifying communication regarding the above
standard PFNA result at one of West Deptford's offline wells. He said the letter was being reviewed by the mayor and
may be issued in the near future.

Item 2 - "Dirty water" issue in National Park - Adam said it wasn't clear as to what the reference to dirty water was
exactly. For example, was it with reference to cloudy water with sediment or was it with respect to the presence of
PFNA/PFAS compounds in the water? ln any event, Adam said sediment in water could be caused by hydrant flushing.
It is not clear whether the problem still exists. With regard to the presence of PFNA/PFAS in the water Adam said that he
spoke with people knowledgeable about the issue and that National Park had above standard concentrations in one well.
He further stated that they received a grant in the amount of $1.5 million dollars to install a carbon filtration system. After
discussion among the committee regarding whether this was an issue that the WDEC should be concerned with, a motion
was made by Ken to drop the issue since it is not in West Deptford Township. Russel seconded the motion. The
committee voted unanimously to drop the National Park dirty water issue entirely.

Item 3 - Gibbstown LNG project - Adam said nothing has changed with the regard to the township's position on the
project. The township views it as an issue outside of its jurisdiction because federal, state and other regulatory entities are
reviewing and issuing permits for the project.

Chairperson's Report:
Commission Membership - Current commission membership stands at7 full members and 1 alternate. This leaves 1

alternate position open. Ms. Marsha Lindsey submitted her application to the township for consideration as an alternate
member and it is currently awaiting review and approval.

New Business:
Communication with Residents: Miriam reported no mail received, no phone calls, and she monitors the Facebook page.

LNG Proiect Update - Marilyn provided an update stating that additional information was being considered by the DRBC,
and it therefore delayed voting on the hearing officer's report recommending approval of the project.
She also referenced a Congressional Research Services report regarding Rail Transportation of LNG. Rich mentioned a
newspaper article that was published in the September 20'n Philadetphia lnquirerlhatprovided a balanced view of the
project. After discussion of what was known at this time about the project's potential environmental and safety impacts,
and the fact that the township has not taken a formal position regarding the project, a motion was made by Miriam and



seconded by Marilyn that the WDEC adopt a position opposing the project based on what is known at this time. The
motion passed on a 4-3 vote with Ed, Marilyn, Miriam and Russelvoting yes and Eric, Ken and Rich voting no. Going
forward, the WDEC will continue to monitor the project to determine if there are substantial changes to it and inform the
township accordingly.

Action ltem - Gibbstown LNG Project - Miriam asked Rich to look into two items on the project as follows:
1. Where are the dredge spoils being disposed?
2. What are the environmental impacts of the proposed dredging?

Grants: No new ones.

Planninq Committee
Eric presented the Holcomb Bus Service application for the construction of two aboveground storage tanks for gasoline
and diesel fuel. Each tank has a storage capacity of 2,850 gallons.

Rich raised two questions as follows:
1) Do the storage tanks have adequate secondary containment? Adam said he checked with the township and said they
will have proper secondary containment.
2) Will the buses being fueled be located on a concrete pad in order to reduce inadvertent fuel spills going directly to the
ground? Adam and Eric said they did not know the answer but would raise it during the review of the application by the
Planning Board on 9122120.

Action ltem - Miriam asked Eric and Adam to also ask where Holcomb was previously fueling the school buses.

Financial Report: Ken received reports from the township showing a Trust Fund balance of $10,904.65 and WDEC
account balance of $3,977.09

Student Representative Report: Jake said WDHS is currently learning remotely and may go to a hybrid approach in
November. He also said fall sports programs have started.

EE!!@None
@:
Carl asked about any update on the Nature Trail tree signs, and Ken and Miriam answered that the installation is on hold
untilthe COVID pandemic restrictions are lifted.

Marilyn said she is currently researching the presence of perfluorinated chemicals in soil, air and water and referenced an
article she read in Spotlight NJ. She is also looking into the presence of perfluorocarbon substitute chemicals for which no
regulatory standards have yet been established. Lastly, she mentioned an article she saw regarding a lawsuit being filed
on behalf of a child with cancer in Southern NJ. Miriam thanked her for her diligence on these matters and asked her to
keep the commission updated.

Adiourn:
At 8:25 PM, Russell moved and Ken seconded a motion to adjourn. Motion carried with voice vote with no objections.

Dates to Remember
October 19,2020 EC virtual meeting, 7:00 p.m.
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Signed and submitted by Richard Rodack, WDEC Secretary


